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Executive Summary: 

Aircraft engine maintenance programs have become a critical part of business aviation 
ownership by helping owners manage the rising costs of engine overhauls, inspections, and 
unexpected maintenance events. The article explains how program structures such as buy-ins 
and deferments can impact long-term ownership costs for clients researching private jets for 
sale, business jets for sale, and light jets for sale, including aircraft such as a Citation Mustang 
for sale, Phenom 300 for sale, Challenger 350 for sale, and Gulfstream G550 for sale. For buyers 
and sellers evaluating how to buy a private jet or how to sell a private jet, understanding engine 
program obligations with guidance from a private jet broker and private jet expert is essential to 
avoiding costly surprises during ownership or resale.  

 

Key Takeaways: 

●​Engine maintenance programs help owners spread out major maintenance costs over time. 

●​Deferred engine program costs can increase significantly as hourly program rates rise. 

●​Understanding engine program obligations is critical during aircraft transactions. 
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FAQ: 

What is an aircraft engine maintenance program? 

An engine maintenance program allows aircraft owners to pay hourly fees that help cover 
future scheduled and unscheduled engine maintenance events. 

Why are engine programs important when buying a private jet? 

Engine programs can reduce financial risk, simplify aircraft valuation, and provide buyers 
with more predictable maintenance costs. 

What is a deferred engine maintenance program? 

A deferred program allows owners to postpone some buy-in costs until a future 
maintenance event, though future rate increases can significantly raise those deferred 
expenses. 

How can rising maintenance rates impact aircraft ownership costs? 

Increasing hourly program rates can substantially increase deferred maintenance 
obligations over time, affecting overall operating and resale costs. 

Why should buyers work with a private jet expert when evaluating engine programs? 

An experienced private jet expert and private jet broker can help buyers review program 
status, deferred obligations, transferability, and long-term maintenance exposure before 
completing a transaction. 

 

 

 

 
 
Founded in 2006, jetAVIVA is a globally recognized private jet broker and private jet expert, celebrating 20 years as a leader 
in turbine aircraft sales and acquisitions. Having supported thousands of clients in over 40 countries, jetAVIVA consistently 
ranks among the top firms for private jets for sale and business jets for sale by total transactions. The company specializes 
in representing buyers and sellers across the full spectrum of aircraft, including light jets for sale, super-midsize platforms 
like the Challenger 350 for sale, and large-cabin aircraft such as the Gulfstream G550 for sale. jetAVIVA provides 
comprehensive, expert guidance on how to buy a private jet, how to sell a private jet, and how to maximize value throughout 
the entire ownership lifecycle. 


